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Dental Hygiene
Revised for the FALL 2025 Application Period
[bookmark: _Toc166738045]Program Summary and Accreditation
Thank you for your interest in applying to the Dental Hygiene Program at Dallas College. You have chosen to apply for a growing field of dental professionals committed to improving the lives of patients through oral health services and education. 

The mission of Dallas College is to transform lives and communities through higher education. Our purpose is to ensure Dallas County is vibrant, growing and economically viable for current and future generations and to provide a teaching and learning environment that exceeds learner expectations and meets the needs of our community and employers. Equal educational opportunities are offered at Dallas College to students regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, or sexual orientation.

The Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program is honored that you are interested in joining our prestigious institution and we are excited to thoroughly review your application and credentials. We wish you the best of luck in your application process.

Please read and review the information in this packet carefully. As a candidate for the Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program, it is your responsibility to ensure all needed documentation is filled out and submitted by the required deadlines. 

The application submission opens November 1, 2024 and the deadline for the Fall 2025 class is February 28, 2025. No applications are considered or reviewed if submitted after the due date. 

Follow the directions on each form for whether handwritten format is accepted. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

The Dallas College School of Health Sciences offers a 68-credit hour curriculum leading to an Associate of Applied Sciences Degree in Dental Hygiene. After all course requirements are met, the dental hygiene student is eligible to sit for the National Board Dental Hygiene Examination (NBDHE) and a regional clinical board. Upon graduation and successful completion of both examinations, the dental hygiene student is then eligible to apply for licensure through their individual state board to become a Registered Dental Hygienist (RDH). 

The Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA). Address: 211 East Chicago Ave. Chicago, IL 60611, Telephone: 800-232-6108, www.coda.ada.org

Equal Educational Opportunity
 Educational opportunities are offered by Dallas College without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.
[bookmark: _Toc166738046]A. Dental Hygiene Application Checklist
This checklist is a quick-glance review of the steps required to apply for the Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program. Candidates should download and read through the Dental Hygiene program information packet in its entirety to ensure all materials are submitted correctly. 
Applicant Support
· For questions please email AskSOHS@dallascollege.edu.
· Schedule an appointment with a School of Health Science Pathway Specialist (advisor) for any admissions and packet queries or program specific information.  
· If desired, request an Educational Plan for evaluation of external credit course work that applies to the Dental Hygiene curriculum.
	Checklist Steps

	Step 1
General Requirements
	Complete an application for college admission, (if not already a Dallas College student). 
Submit official transcripts from all previously attended colleges/universities.
Complete prerequisite courses in the time frame listed in the packet.

	Step 2
Application Submission
	Request access to Secure Link completing the online Secure Link Request Form. 
Upload the following in ONE PDF document in this order:
1. Completed Dental Hygiene Program Application Form & Signed Statement of Student’s Responsibility Form.
2. HESI A2 Admissions Exam Score Sheet.
3. Observation Hours.
4. Criminal history evaluation from the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners, if applicable.

	


	Upon acceptance to the program, the student has 10 days to upload the following documents to the SurPath system: immunization records, tuberculosis screening, physical examination form (3 pages), proof of health insurance, American Heart Association BLS with AED.





[bookmark: _B._General_Admission][bookmark: _Toc166738047]B. General Admission Requirements to the College
Applicants to the Dental Hygiene program must meet all college admission requirements as outlined in the official college catalog.
[bookmark: _Toc166738048]Initial Advisement
Students who are beginning college for the first time will follow the Steps to Enrollment which will guide them from applying the college system to placement testing, selecting a degree plan, contacting a Success Coach, and enrolling in basic courses.  https://www.dallascollege.edu/admissions/pages/new-credit-students.aspx
A student who has not completed college coursework should request a general Associate of Science Degree plan from Success Coaching as a starting point toward future application to a health sciences program.  Note:  Additional assessment testing in computer literacy and learning frameworks courses may be required for certain students.
Applicants must have earned either a high school diploma or General Education Diploma (GED) in addition to complying with Texas Success Initiative (TSI) requirements before they will be eligible to apply to the dental hygiene program. Students should consult a Success Coach to determine their TSI status prior to application to a Health Sciences program.
[bookmark: _Official_Transcripts][bookmark: _Toc166738049]Official Transcripts
Prior to applying for the Dental Hygiene program, potential applicants must have submitted official transcripts from ALL high schools, college/universities the applicant has attended whether the coursework is or is not relevant to the program application. Transcripts from Dallas College (formerly Dallas County Community College District) campuses are not required.
The transcripts must be current with the print date no earlier than three years prior to the applicant’s anticipated admission to the program unless the student has not had a break in enrollment with Dallas College since the transcripts were originally submitted. If the official transcripts have not been submitted, the individual’s application will be voided.
[bookmark: _Official_Transcript_Submission][bookmark: _Toc166738050]Official Transcript Submission
Transcripts sent by the applicant in pdf or other formats are not accepted. 
Official transcripts must be sent electronically from the applicant’s previous colleges to studenttranscripts@dallascollege.edu. 
[bookmark: _Hlk147312550]Transcripts may also be mailed from a college in a sealed envelope to Dallas College, Attn: Admissions Processing, 3737 Motley Drive, Mesquite, TX 75150.






[bookmark: _C._Prerequisite_Courses][bookmark: _Toc166738051]C. Prerequisite Courses
Applicants must complete the prerequisite courses listed below with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher to apply to the Dental Hygiene program. Applicants must also complete all courses with a minimum grade of “C.” All prerequisite science courses must have been completed within 5 years prior to your anticipated program start date. The prerequisite GPA is considered in the point award ranking process.
	Prerequisite Courses
	Lec Hrs
	Lab Hrs
	Cr Hrs

	BIOL-2401* Anatomy/Physiology I
	3
	3
	4

	BIOL-2402 Anatomy/Physiology II 
	3
	3
	4

	BIOL-2420 or 2421 Microbiology  
	3
	3
	4

	CHEM-1405, 1406, or 1411 Intro to Chem or Gen Chem
	3
	3
	4

	ENGL-1301 Composition I 
	3
	0
	3

	PSYC –2319** Social Psychology 
	3
	0
	3

	SPCH- 1311, 1315, or 1321 Intro Speech, Public Speaking, or Business and Professional Communication 
	3
	0
	3

	Humanities/Fine Arts Elective
	3
	0
	3


* BIOL 1406 is the prerequisite course for BIOL 2401 and must be completed with a grade of “C” or higher within the last three years or present a satisfactory score on the CLEP Biology exam.
** A combination of PSYC 2301 Intro to Psychology and SOCI 1301 Intro to Sociology with a minimum grade of “C” in each can be substituted for PSYC 2319.  
[bookmark: _Toc166738052]D. Previous coursework evaluation toward Dental Hygiene
Official transcripts are fully evaluated by the Dallas College Transcript Evaluation Center after a student has been enrolled for at least one regular semester. However, students can request an Educational Plan, an evaluation of their previous coursework toward a Health Sciences program. The Educational Plan is a preliminary, unofficial degree plan for advisement purposes and only reflects specific courses toward a health sciences program. Educational Plans are optional and are not required for application to a health sciences program. They are usually completed within 4-8 weeks. An Educational Plan should be requested at least one semester prior to a program application filing deadline if possible.
The School of Health Sciences and the Allied Health Admissions Office reserve the right to accept or reject any coursework completed at other colleges presented for transfer evaluation toward Health Science programs.
[bookmark: _Toc166738053]Five-Year Time Limit for Select Courses
Science-based courses (BIOL, CHEM) must be completed within five years of the anticipated program start date. Any course completed prior to Fall 2020 will have exceeded the five-year limit. The Dental Hygiene program does not consider waivers for the 5-year time limit.
[bookmark: _Toc166738054]Credit by Examination, CLEP and Advanced Placement Credit
Credit through CLEP, High School Advanced Placement (AP) Exams and Credit by Examination may be awarded for a limited number of courses toward Health Sciences programs including MATH 1314, PSYC 2301, and PSYC 2314.  CLEP credit is not awarded for ENGL 1301.  Advanced Placement (“AP”) credit for ENGL 1301, PSYC 2301, and MATH 1314 is acceptable if the credit appears on a college transcript as ENGL 1301, PSYC 2301, and MATH 1314 equivalency.  A letter grade is not awarded for “AP” credit. 
Note: An applicant may present credit by exam, CLEP, or “AP” credit for one of the prerequisite courses. Credit will be acknowledged but not calculated with the grade point average.
[bookmark: _Toc166738055]Coursework from Institutions Outside of the United States
[bookmark: _Hlk93848872]Some credits may be restricted or disallowed from colleges or universities outside the United States. International Coursework Evaluation is a multi-step process which may take several weeks.  The student must be enrolled in credit classes at a Dallas College campus before the evaluation process can be initiated.  
[bookmark: _E._Program_Application][bookmark: _Toc166738056]E. Program Application Exam (HESI A2)
The Dental Hygiene program utilizes the HESI A2, a computerized test as an application condition. Applicants must earn a score of at least 70% on each individual section (and subsections) within the 7 required sections listed here:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk166734618]Reading Comprehension
2. Grammar
3. Vocabulary/General Knowledge
4. Math
5. Anatomy/Physiology
6. Biology
7. Chemistry
If an applicant scores below 70% on any individual section, the entire HESI score sheet is rejected. If an applicant does not test and pass with a 70% on all 7 sections and their individual sub-sections on the same day, the entire HESI score sheet is rejected. Applicants may re-test to try and improve their score but must re-test all 7 sections in one day. Applicants will submit only one score sheet of their choosing.
· Test scores are valid for one year from the date of testing to the application filing deadline date. It will take 2-3 days to receive your scores from Elsevier.
· Applicants are required to take the HESI examination at the El Centro Paramount building (301 N. Market St. Dallas, TX 75202) on any of the below dates for the 2025 application cycle. Any previous HESI A2 score cards, tested on a date different than below, will not be accepted. Candidates can re-test on any of the dates below to try and improve their score. Candidates can submit the score card of their choosing, but only one score card can be submitted with all sections tested on one day. The approximate cost of the examination is $57. For full information visit the Dallas College HESI A2 Admissions Assessment Exam website. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk170739551]Friday November 15, 2024
· Friday December 13, 2024
· Wednesday January 22, 2025
· Thursday February 13, 2025
· Dallas College does not offer online HESI A2 testing.
· Only one scoresheet with the 7 required sections (and subsections) can be submitted. 

[bookmark: _F._Short_Answer][bookmark: _Toc166738057]F. Short Answer Essay Response
On the day of the applicant completes their HESI A2 examination at the El Centro Paramount building (301 N. Market St. Dallas, TX 75202), at the conclusion of the examination, the applicant will answer 10 timed short essay responses. The Dental Hygiene Academic Chair will administer the short answer essay response for the candidate.
Applicants will only need to complete this once. If a candidate re-tests HESI A2 to improve their score, they will not perform the short answer essay again. 

[bookmark: _Toc166738058]Grading Rubric for Short Answer Essay Response
	Grading rubric for Short Answer Essay Response
Total points awarded is 0-4. 

	
	1 point
	0 point

	Completeness
All 10 questions answered in 100 words or less.
	
	

	Grammar
All 10 questions answered in complete sentences with correct punctuation and use of definitions.
	
	

	Quality
Quality of answers demonstrate emotional intelligence and understanding of oneself.
	
	

	Content
Answers show an understanding of health professions.
	
	

	                                                                                    Total Points


[bookmark: _G._Observation_Hours][bookmark: _Toc166738059]
G. Observation Hours
As part of the application for the Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program, each applicant will complete 16 hours of observation with a United States licensed dental hygienist within one year of the application deadline. This process will expose the applicant to the field of dental hygiene and support their dental sciences education as well as professional and personal development in the work force. The ability to arrange the observation with a Registered Dental Hygienist demonstrates initiative and communication skills required of healthcare providers. 

· Dental work experience cannot be substituted for observation hours. 
· The observation hours must be completed with a licensed Registered Dental Hygienist (RDH) in the United States. 
· Observation hours with a United States licensed dentist or dental assistant will not count toward observation hours and the form will be rejected.
· Observation hours outside the United States will not count toward this requirement and the form will be rejected.
· Observation hours at a dental or dental hygiene school will not count toward this requirement and the form will be rejected.
· The Academic Chair of the Dental Hygiene Program will verify each dental hygienist’s license. If the dental hygienist does not have an active license with their state board, the observation hours will not be accepted, and the applicant will need to submit additional hours.

If observation hours are completed with more than one dental hygienist, the applicant will use one form for each provider. 
Steps for Observation
1. Contact a local dental office or community health clinic that employs a dental hygienist to arrange a time to observe their work. Ensure permission has been obtained from the dental office and office manager. 
2. Ensure the dental hygienist has an active license in any state within the U.S.
3. Arrive on time for your observation and dress professionally.
4. Print the form on the next page, take it with you, and fill it out in its entirety. Handwritten format is acceptable.
5. Submit the form with your entire application packet by the application deadline of February 28, 2025.



[bookmark: _Toc166738060]Observation Form

Applicant Name: ____________________________________________
Applicant: Print and fill out this form in its entirety. Handwritten format is acceptable. Ensure handwriting is legible. Use one form per Registered Dental Hygienist observed.

	Date (month/day/year)
	Time                (start/end time)
	Total time (hours/minutes)
	Procedures Observed

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	



	Office Name
	Office Address (number, stress, city, state, zip)
	Office Number

	
	

	



	Dental Hygienist Name (Printed)
	Dental Hygienist Signature
	License Number
	State

	
	
	
	





[bookmark: _H._Digital_Records][bookmark: _Toc166738061]H. Digital Records SurPath
The School of Health Sciences uses a medical record management company (SurPath), to verify documentation. Upon notification of acceptance or alternate status, you will use this link to set up your SurPath account: SurPath Registration. Select register to set up your account and use the Cohort Dental Hygiene – Applicant when prompted. 

All required documents must be uploaded to SurPath by the day the applicant or alternate accepts their place in the program. Acceptance letters are sent no later than April 1, 2025 and applicants have 10 days to accept and have all documents uploaded to SurPath.

Applicants will upload the following documents to SurPath:
· Immunizations.
· Tuberculosis screening.
· Physical examination.
· Proof of health insurance.
· American Heart Association BLS with AED.
[bookmark: _Immunizations][bookmark: _Toc166738062]Immunizations
The Dallas College School of Health Science Program Immunizations Requirements are listed below and available through the hyperlink. Some immunizations require multiple doses on a specific timeline over several months. Therefore, potential applicants should review their immunizations at least six to seven months prior to the application deadline. Schedule and take your Hepatitis B titer test early.

The immunization requirements on this application are mandated for all individuals applying to all Dallas College School of Health Sciences Programs. Students must upload their original health documentation to SurPath. 

All immunization records must include:
· Applicant name.
· Date of vaccine administration (day/month/year).
· Vaccine administered.
· Injection site, specific dose, route.
· Vaccine manufacturer, lot number, expiration.
· Health care providers’ signatures. Health care provider initials may be considered sufficient if the document is on a health care provider’s letterhead including the name and address of the practice.
Titers
· Lab reports are required on all titers.  
· Based on clinical placement requirements, a titer may be required after an initial equivocal or negative result and repeat series of vaccinations.  

Documentation not accepted.
· School records of immunizations.
· Immunization records with incorrect documentation.
Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program follows the Texas Administrative Code Title 25 Part 1, Chapter 97, subchapter B 97.64 for required vaccinations for students enrolled in health related and veterinary courses in institutions of higher learning. Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program also follows OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard 29 e-CFR 1910.1030 in their workplace exposure control plan which includes information regarding the Hepatitis B vaccine. 
Note that some immunizations require multiple doses.
	Required Immunizations as per the Dallas College School of Health Science Programs

	MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella)
	Documentation of 2 vaccines or positive Immunoglobulin G (IgG) antibody titers to Measles (Rubeola), Mumps and Rubella.
If titer is negative or equivocal, series must be repeated.

	Varicella
	Documentation of 2 vaccines or positive Immunoglobulin G (IgG) antibody titers to Varicella.
If titer is negative or equivocal, series must be repeated.

	Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis)
	Documentation of vaccine within the past 10 years.

	Influenza
	Documentation of current seasonal flu vaccine by October 1st.

	Hepatitis B
	Hepatitis B series (2 or 3 dose) (Hepatitis A/B combo series accepted) AND
Positive Hepatitis B Surface Antibody titer. If Hep B vaccine documentation cannot be found, a positive titer will be sufficient. 
If titer is negative or equivocal, series must be repeated and a 2nd titer is drawn; upload results of both titers and vaccination proof.

	COVID-19
	
Pursuant to Executive Order GA-38 and SB 968 (87th), effective June 16, 2021, Dallas College does not condition access to its educational programs, including those within the School of Health and Sciences (“SOHS”), on COVID-19 vaccination status, nor does it certify or require students to certify to their COVID-19 vaccination status. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if accepted to a SOHS program, students may be assigned to external learning experiences (“ELE”) in the form of clinicals, practicums or internships at external health care facilities that may require additional proof of immunity or additional inoculations/immunizations, including but not limited to vaccination for COVID-19, in accordance with their policies, procedures, and/or safety protocols (“collectively “Policies”). 

While assigned to an external health care facility SOHS students are subject to and must abide by the policies of the facility to which they are assigned. Dallas College cannot waive or make exceptions to those requirements; nor does the College control the requirements or policies imposed by external health care facilities.


[bookmark: _Tuberculosis_Screening][bookmark: _Toc166738063]Tuberculosis Screening
A tuberculosis (TB) screening must be within 12 months of application. TB skin test, QuantiFeron Gold (blood test) or T-Spot is accepted. If screening results are positive, those results and documentation of a chest x-ray within 12 months of the application deadline is required and must be negative for active disease.

[bookmark: _Proof_of_Health][bookmark: _Toc166738064]Proof of Health Insurance
Active health insurance is required for all dental hygiene students. Upload a copy of your health insurance card (with your name on it) to SurPath. Evidence of health insurance coverage is required throughout the program.  

[bookmark: _American_Heart_Association][bookmark: _Toc166738065]American Heart Association BLS with AED
Applicants applying for the Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program, must be certified by the American Heart Association in BLS (Basic Life Support) with AED at the health care provider level.  
Course not accepted:
· Online BLS or CPR certification courses, including those offered by the American Heart Association.
· BLS with AED courses not completed through the American Heart Association.
· BLS with AED certification courses prior to May 15, 2023. If the certification date is prior to May 15, 2023, the applicant must renew their BLS with AED certification.


[bookmark: _Physical_Examination_Form][bookmark: _Toc166738066]Physical Examination Form
Applicant: Print the physical exam pages (3) and complete with a physician or nurse practitioner within 12 months prior to the Dallas College Dental Hygiene Program application deadline. Handwritten or typed format is accepted. Ensure handwriting is legible.
Applicant full name: ________________________________ Date of birth: ________________
Email address: _____________________________________ Student ID: _________________
General appearance: _________________________  Height: __________  Weight: __________ 
Temp: __________ Blood Pressure: __________  Pulse: __________  Sex: __________  
Vision Right Eye: ____________          Vision Left Eye: ______________
History: Include any significant information regarding previous medical and surgical conditions and use of alcohol and/or drugs: ___________________________________________________

	Normal
	Check each item in appropriate column
	Abnormal
	Describe every abnormality in detail (attach additional sheet if necessary).

	
	Eyes-ears-nose-throat
	
	

	
	Mouth-teeth-neck
	
	

	
	Thyroid
	
	

	
	Heart and Vascular
	
	

	
	Lungs
	
	

	
	Abdomen and Viscera
	
	

	
	Hernia
	
	

	
	Scars
	
	

	
	Back, vertebrae
	
	

	
	Extremities
	
	

	
	Skin
	
	

	
	Neurological
	
	





Physician Examination Form – Page 2
Based upon your physical examination, is the applicant free of any restrictions in his/her ability to turn and/or move heavy objects? 
_____Yes   _____ No; If “no”, please describe: ______________________________________
	

	


Is the applicant able to see and hear adequately to practice as a health care professional? 
_____Yes   _____ No; If “no”, please describe: ______________________________________
	

	


Is the applicant free of any pathological conditions either physical or mental that would interfere with the practice of a health care professional?
_____Yes   _____ No; If “no”, please describe: ______________________________________
	

	



PHYSICIAN OR NURSE PRACTITIONER SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED FOR THIS FORM TO BE ACCEPTED:

_________________________________________________         	_____________________
Signature of Physician or Nurse Practitioner	Date
Printed name of Physician or Nurse Practitioner: _____________________________________
Phone Number: (_____) ________ - ___________
Address of Physician or Nurse Practitioner:
	

	

	

	




Physician Examination Form – Page 3 
Date:_________________
Name:___________________________________________________________DOB:___________
Address: _______________________________City: ________________________________, TX ____________	
Phone: (C) ___________________ (H) ______________________ (W) _______________________
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________
Health Questionnaire: (To be completed by applicant):
Yes: _____No: _____Do you have any physical limitations that would affect your ability to lift, turn or transfer patients?
Yes: _____No: _____Do you have any limitations in use of your senses, such as in sight or hearing, which would limit your ability to practice a health profession?
Yes: _____No: _____Do you have any other condition that might interfere with your ability to practice in the health professions?
If you answered ‘Yes’ to any of the above, please explain your limitations in detail:
	

	

	


List any medications you take, or have taken, on a regular or frequent basis in the last twelve months:
	

	

	


History. List any significant information regarding your previous medical, surgical, or psychiatric history:
	

	

	




[bookmark: _I._Dental_Hygiene][bookmark: _Toc166738067]I. Dental Hygiene Application Materials Submission
Read the following instructions carefully. Incomplete application materials will be disqualified. The application materials must be scanned as pdf documents and uploaded to the secure link by the application filing deadline. Request access to the secure link completing the online Secure Link Request Form.
[bookmark: _J._Application_Filing][bookmark: _Toc166738068]J. Application Filing Period(s)
Official application filing period for Fall 2025 semester (late August) admission
November 1, 2024 - February 28, 2025
Notification emails are sent by April 1, 2025
Important Note: There is no late application filing period for the Dental Hygiene program.
[bookmark: _Toc166738069]K. Selection Process
	Dallas College Dental Hygiene Point Ranking

	Earned degree in any subject from any U.S. institution of higher learning.
	Graduate degree     6 points
Bachelor degree     5 points
Associate degree    4 points

	Cumulative GPA of all college courses.
	3.5-4.0                   3 points
3.0-3.49                 2 points
2.5-2.99                 1 point

	GPA 3.0-4.0 in two or more semesters/terms with full-time student course load (12 hours) within the last 5 years from any U.S. institution of higher learning.
	5 points

	Program Science Prerequisite Courses cumulative GPA 3.0-4.0.
	3.5-4.0                   5 points
3.0-3.49                 3 points

	Program Non-Science Prerequisite Courses with cumulative GPA 3.0-4.0.
	3.5-4.0                   2 points
3.0-3.49                 1 point

	High school GPA 3.0-4.0.
	2 points

	HESI A2 Examination.
	90+                        5 points
89-80                     4 points
75-79                     1 point
70-74                     0 points

	Observation Form.
	2 points

	Short Answer Essay Responses.
	0-4 points

	                                                                         Total Points                           (3-34)


A ranked list of applicants is generated and sent to the Dental Hygiene Academic Chair. The entire application is reviewed by the Dental Hygiene Admissions Committee. Incomplete applications are not reviewed or considered. In the event of a tie in the selection process for the Dental Hygiene program, applicants' cumulative scores on the HESI A2 exam will be used to determine eligibility. If two or more applicants have identical cumulative scores, the score achieved in the Anatomy & Physiology (A&P) section of the HESI A2 exam will be used as the tie-breaking factor.
[bookmark: _Toc166738070]L. Notification of Acceptance
Using the point award process, a ranked list of applicants is generated. The program spaces are filled with qualified applicants according to their points on the ranked list. The Program will offer acceptance to 20 students and select 5 alternates each academic year. 
Individuals who receive an acceptance email are required to return a confirmation form within 10 days to verify their space in the class. Failure to return the confirmation form by the specified date or failure to attend the scheduled preregistration/orientation seminar for the accepted class will result in forfeiture of their space in that class. Notification emails of acceptance, non-acceptance, or disqualification are sent on the same day.
Students who are accepted to the program will be required to attend a mandatory Dental Hygiene orientation, submit a criminal background check, and will be subject to a random drug screening on a random date scheduled by the Academic Chair.
Application materials are not “held over” to the next application filing period. Students who are not selected for admission to the program or students who decline their acceptance may reapply again during the next filing period to be considered for a future admission opportunity.
[bookmark: _Toc166738071]Dental Hygiene Orientation
All newly accepted dental hygiene applicants will attend an all-day mandatory Orientation prior to the start of the Fall Semester. The Dental Hygiene Academic Chair will schedule the Orientation (last week of May) and notify students once the class is confirmed. 
[bookmark: _Criminal_Background_Check][bookmark: _Toc166738072]Criminal Background Check
A criminal background check will be initiated through SurPath upon acceptance to the dental hygiene program. The cost of the background check will be paid by the student. Results of the criminal background check are made available to the Dental Hygiene Academic Chair for review. All background check results become the property of the Dallas College School of Health Sciences and will not be released to the student or any other third party. 
An applicant planning to enroll in the dental hygiene program and pursue licensure as a dental hygienist and who has reason to believe that he or she may be ineligible for licensure due to a conviction or deferred adjudication for a felony or a misdemeanor offense must apply for a criminal history evaluation from the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners. Information for this process is available on the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners (TSBDE) website. The letter provided by the Texas State Dental Board must be submitted as part of the application process. Failure to provide a letter from TSBDE will result in the removal of the student from the incoming class and an alternate will be moved into their place.
The Dallas College School of Health Sciences reserves the right to remove a student from participation in the dental hygiene program based on their criminal background check if the applicant did not honestly disclose their history and did not apply for, and submit, a criminal history evaluation from the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners.
[bookmark: _Toc166738073]Drug Screening
A mandatory drug screening will be required after acceptance to the dental hygiene program at a random date scheduled by the Dental Hygiene Academic Chair. The cost of the drug screening will be paid by the student. Drug screening results are made available to the Dental Hygiene Academic Chair for review. All drug screening results become the property of the Dallas College School of Health Sciences and will not be released to the student or any other third party. 
The Dallas College School of Health Sciences reserves the right to remove a student from participation in the Dental Hygiene Program based on their drug screening outcome.

[bookmark: _Toc166738074]M. Curriculum Overview - Dental Hygiene
	[bookmark: COPrereq]Prerequisites

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab Hours
	Credit Hours

	BIOL-2401
	Anatomy & Physiology I 
	3
	3
	4

	BIOL-2402
	Anatomy & Physiology II
	3
	3
	4

	BIOL-2420/2421
	Gen. Microbiology/Microbiology Science Majors
	3
	3
	4

	CHEM-1405/1406/1411
	Intro to Chemistry/Gen. Chemistry
	3
	3
	4

	ENGL-1301
	Composition I 
	3
	0
	3

	SPCH-1311/1315/1321
	Intro to Speech/Public Speaking/Business Communication
	3
	0
	3

	PSYC-2319
	Social Psychology 
	3
	0
	3

	Humanities/Fine Arts Elective
	AAS Core Options for Humanities/Fine Arts
	3
	0
	3

	Subtotal
	
	24
	5
	28

	[bookmark: COSem1]Semester 1

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab Hours
	Credit Hours

	DHYG-1301
	Orofacial Anatomy, Histology, Embryology 
	2
	3
	3

	DHYG-1304
	Dental Radiology
	2
	4
	3

	DHYG-1431 
	Preclinical Dental Hygiene
	2
	8
	4

	DHYG-1227
	Preventive Dental Hygiene Care
	2
	1
	2

	Subtotal 
	
	8
	16
	12

	[bookmark: COSem2]Semester 2

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab/Clinical Hours
	Credit Hours

	DHYG-1207
	General and Dental Nutrition
	2
	1
	2

	DHYG-1235
	Pharmacology for the Dental Hygienist
	2
	1
	2

	DHYG-1261
	Clinical Dental Hygiene
	0
	12
	2

	DHYG-2201
	Dental Hygiene Care I
	2
	0
	2

	Subtotal
	
	6
	14
	8

	[bookmark: COSem3]Semester 3

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab/Clinical Hours
	Credit Hours

	DHYG-1219
	Dental Materials
	1
	4
	2

	DHYG-1170
	Local Anesthesia for Dental Hygienists
	1
	1
	1

	Subtotal
	2
	5
	3

	[bookmark: COSem4]Semester 4

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab/Clinical Hours
	Credit Hours

	DHYG-1239
	General and Oral Pathology
	2
	1
	2

	DHYG-1311
	Periodontology
	3
	1
	3

	DHYG-1315
	Community Dentistry
	2
	3
	3

	DHYG-2362
	Clinical Dental Hygiene
	0
	16
	3

	Subtotal
	7
	21
	11

	[bookmark: COSem5]Semester 5

	Course
	Title
	Lecture Hours
	Lab/Clinical Hours
	Credit Hours

	DHYG-2231
	Dental Hygiene Care II
	2
	1
	2

	DHYG-2153
	Dental Hygiene Practice
	1
	1
	1

	DHYG-2363
	Clinical Dental Hygiene
	0
	16
	3

	Subtotal
	3
	18
	6


[bookmark: _Toc166738075]N. Estimated Expenses for the Dental Hygiene
All costs are estimations and subject to change based on market fluctuations. See Dallas College Tuition Cost weblink for more information. Dental hygiene students are required to own a laptop and may purchase a laptop of their choosing.
	[bookmark: Prereq]Prerequisite (if complete at Dallas College)

	
	Dallas County Resident
	Out of County
	Out of State

	Tuition/Textbooks
	$ 2,772
	$ 4,732
	$ 7,000



	[bookmark: Sem1]Dental Hygiene First Year of Program

	
	Dallas County Resident
	Out of County
	Out of State

	Tuition/Textbooks
	$ 1,817
	$ 3,887
	$ 5,750

	Supplies (instruments, uniform, loupes) *Variable expense based on market fluctuation
	$ 7,000
	$ 7,000
	$ 7,000

	Other fees (ADHA dues, criminal history check, drug screening)
	$ 220
	$ 220
	$ 220

	Subtotal
	$   9,037
	$   11,107
	$   12,970



	[bookmark: Sem2]Dental Hygiene Second Year of Program 

	
	Dallas County Resident
	Out of County
	Out of State

	Tuition/Textbooks
	$ 1,683
	$ 2,873
	$ 4,250

	Supplies *Variable expense based on market fluctuation
	$ 500
	$ 500

	$ 500


	Other fees (ADHA dues, dental hygiene pin)
	$ 200
	$ 200

	$ 200


	National Board Examinations *Variable expense based on market fluctuation
	$ 1,900
	$ 1,900

	$ 1,900


	Licensing Fees
	$ 500
	$ 500
	$ 500

	Subtotal
	$   4,783
	$   5,973
	$   7,350

	PROGRAM TOTAL
	$ 16,592
	$ 21,821
	$ 27,320
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